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Daring  the  year  1897,  nine  Public  establishments  (the 
General  Lunatic  Asylum  and  eight  Public  Hospitals)  and  twenty- 
one  Public  dispensaries  besides  those  attached  to  hospitals,  were 
under  the  control  of  the  Director,  Medical  and  Health  Depart¬ 
ment. 

All  those  establishments,  as  well  as  the  Prison  Hospital  of 
Port  Louis,  the  New  Central  Prisons  of  Beau  Bassin  and  the 
.  Government  Reformatory  were  inspected  on  several  occasions. 


Hospitals. 


The  state  of  efficiency  of  the  different  hospitals  has,  on  each 
occasion  of  a  visit,  been  carefully  inquired  into  and,  whenever 
practicable,  improvements  have  been  carried  out  so  as  to  place 
them  on  a  par  with  similar  institutions  abroad. 

The  estimated  population  at  the  end  of  1897  was  377,856, 
being  an  increase  of  2,914  during  the  year. 

The  birth  rate  of  the  year  was  36,4  per  thousand,  and  the 
death  rate  29.5.  These  figures  were  30.5  and  41.9,  respective¬ 
ly,  in  1896. 

The  total  number  of  persons  treated  as  in-patients  in  the 
Public  Hospitals  was  18,207,  a  number  higher  than  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year  when  it  was  16,676. 

The  total  number  of  out«door  patients  treated  in  the  hos- 
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pital  dispensaries  and  in  the  Public  dispensaries  was  59,751, 
showing  a  decrease  of  118  for  1897. 

The  grand  total  number  of  persons  to  whom  relief  was 
afforded  was  therefore  77,958. 

The  death  rate  per  thousand  of  those  treated  in  hospital 
was  50.96  in  1897  against  69.50  in  1896.  Although  the  year 
1897  was  comparatively  a  healthy  one  owing  to  the  climatic  con¬ 
ditions  which  prevailed,  yet  the  percentage  of  admissions  to  Hos¬ 
pital  was  9  per  cent  higher  than  in  the  previous  year. 

This  increase  was  mainly  due  to  increasing  poverty  which 
compelled  the  sick  poor  to  resort  to  hospital  for  treatment  which 
they  could  not  get  at  home. 

The  proof  of  this  is  that  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  death 
rate  which  was  12,6  per  thousand  less  than  in  1896. 

The  increase  in  the  sick  rate  was  principally  ascribed  to 
malarial  fever. 

Limited  outbreaks  in  certain  localities  were  very  severe. 
Such  was  the  case  in  Grand  Port  district,  where  it  was  necessary 
to  open  a  temporary  dispensary  at  i(  Mare  Chicose.  ”  This  dis¬ 
pensary  afforded  relief  for  two  months,  after  which  time  it  was 
closed  on  the  subsidence  of  the  fever  outbreak. 

The  medical  attendants  of  the  different  hospitals  have  for¬ 
warded  detailed  reports  on  their  establishments  for  1897  con¬ 
cerning  matters  relating  to  the  management  of  these  institu¬ 
tions. 

Among  these  Dr.  Antelme  of  the  Civil  Hospital,  and  Dr. 
Menage  of  Poudre  d’Or  Hospital  may  be  specially  mentioned  as 
having  submitted  interesting  reports,  which,  besides  dealing 
with  certain  medical  subjects,  contain  the  results  of  their 
experience  in  the  treatment  of  certain  diseases. 

The  persistent  and  continued  attaoks  of  malaria  in  all  low- 
lying  districts,  coupled  with  the  poverty  of  a  dense  population 
increase  yearly  the  number  of  sufferers  prostrated  by  chronic 
qpmplaints. 

Most  of  these  suffer  from  persistent  anoemia  ;  a  change  to 
healthier  localities  would  have  proved  very  beneficial,  but  in 
spite  of  their  wretched  condition  they  will  not  move  to  cooler 
regions  and  evince  the  greatest  reluctance  to  be  transferred  to 
any  hospital  far  from  their  homes.  The  result  is  that  the  wards 
of  the  district  hospitals  situated  in  the  low-lying  regions  are 
overcrowded  during  part  of  the  year  with  these  temporary  inva¬ 
lids,  who  require  comfort  rather  than  actual  hospital  treatment. 

Pulmonary  diseases,  principally  turbercular  affections, 
reached  a  high  average  last  year.  The  working  classes  were 
most  affected  in  this  respect. 

The  Medical  Inspector  who  has  a  large  and  varied  expe¬ 
rience  of  hospital  work  has  more  than  once  drawn  attention  to 
the  danger  arising  from  the  defective  accommodation  of  our 
public  hospitals  in  regard  to  isolation  of  patients  ia  general  ' 


Another  of  our  experienced  practitioners,  Dr.  Menage,  also 
refers  to  this  subject  particularly  in  regard  to  phthisical  patients, 
but  unfortunately  the  depressed  financial  condition  of  the  Colony 
does  not  permit  of  the  necessary  expenditure  being  incurred  for 
this  purpose  at  present. 


Another  disease  which  yearly  reaches  a  high  average  is 
Bright’s  disease.  Hospital  medical  attendants  almost  all  agree 
that  Influenza  has  been,  in  a  measure,  the  principal  factor  in 
the  causation  of  the  disease.  The  Medical  Inspector  laid  stress 
upon  this  peculiarity  in  his  first  half-yearly  report  on  estate 
hospitals. 

Since  the  epidemic  of  1893,  Influenza  has  become  endemic 
in  Mauritius,  raging  most  in  June  and  July,  when  all  hospitals 
get  overcrowded  with  patients  affected  with  that  complaint. 


An  abnormal, — considering  the  time  of  the  year — and  some¬ 
what  severe  outbreak  of  this  disease  was  noticed  in  several 
localities  in  December  last. 


The  cases  were,  however,  mostly  of  a  benign  character. 


With  the  exception  of  Influenza  no  particular  epidemic 
existed  in  the  Colony  during  1897. 

Great  apprehension  was  entertained  at  the  news  of  the 
extension  of  the  Plague  epidemic  in  Bombay,  with  which  town 
we  are  in  constant  communication,  but  the  fears  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  were  dispelled  by  the  measures  adopted  by  Government 
with  regard  to  vessels  coming  from  that  port. 

Apart  from  Influenza,  93  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
treated"  in  the  different  hospitals  with  14  deaths.  Of  these  ery¬ 
sipelas  was  foremost  in  having  caused  41  cases. 

Typhoid  fever  gave  rise  to  only  8  admissions  to  the  hospi¬ 
tals.  The  disease  is,  however,  apparently  on  the  increase  in 
the*  Colony.  Measures  to  check  its  spread  are  engaging 
the  attention  of  Government. 


With  reference  to  other  contagious  diseases,  chicken-pox, 
for  which  31  cases  sought  admission  to  hospital,  needs  only  a 
passing  mention. 


The  few  cases  of  diphtheria,  tetanus,  mumps  and  whooping 
cough  under  this  heading  do  not  call  for  particular  remarks, 
except  that  the  first  named  disease  (diphtheria)  continues  to  be 
easily  amenable  to  treatment  by  means  of  anti-toxin. 


Lastly  one  case  of  beri-beri  has  been  reported.  Medical 
opinion  is  at  present  divided  respecting  the  nature  of  certain 
cases  resembling  that  disease,  which  have  come  under  notice  of 

late. 


Of  other  diseases  treated  in  hospitals,  the  various  forms  of 
malarial  fever  head  the  list,  as  usual,  with  5,074  cases  or  about 
28  oio  of  total  diseases,  the  number  of  deaths  being  159  or 
15.03  o\o  of  total  deaths. 


1,620. cases  of  injuries  were  treated. 


t 
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There  were  1,582  cases  of  the  Respiratory  System,  or  8.6  op 
of  total  diseases,  with  173  deaths  or  16.7  op  of  total  deaths. 

Next  follow  in  order  of  frequency  diseases  of  the  Digestive 
system,  of  the  Cellular  tissue,  nervous  and  arthritic  diseases  and 
those  of  the  Urinary  system,  The  highest  death  rates  were  for 
Tubercular  diseases,  Tumours,  diseases  of  Circulatory  system  and 
Dietetic  diseases. 

As  has  been  the  case  for  years,  the  hospital  which  furnished 
the  highest  death  rate  was  Powder  Mills  (Pamplemousses  Dis¬ 
trict),  It  reached  an  average  of  113.50  per  thousand.  The 
features  of  this  high  mortality  have  been  fully  discussed  in  pre¬ 
vious  reports.  I  am  afraid  that  so  long  as  this  hospital  con¬ 
tinues  in  its  present  site,  no  improvement  in  the  rate  of  mortality 
is  to  be  expected. 

Government  has  had  under  its  consideration  for  nearly  ten 
years  the  transfer  of  this  hospital  to  another  locality. 

The  matter  has  quite  recently  been  again  laid  on  the  tapis 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  practical  solution  will  be  given  to 
the  question  ere  long. 

The  Government  Reformatory  registered  no  death  among  its 
patients.  No  statistical  comparison,  however,  can  be  made  bet¬ 
ween  this  and  the  other  hospitals  as  the  basis  for  the  comparison 
is  entirely  different. 

The  source  of  admission  of  the  patients,  their  hygienic  con¬ 
dition  previous  to  admission,  &c.,  are  generally  very  satisfactory. 

In  contradistinction  to  the  high  death  rate  of  Powder  Mills 
Hospital,  that  of  Riviere  da  Rempart  (Poudre  d’Or)  is  again  the 
lowest  of  all  hospitals  for  1897,  viz  :  40.04  per  thousand. 

The  mortality  in  Prison  hospitals  has  been  comparatively 
low  in  1897.  Port  Louis  Prisons  has  only  12  deaths  or  13.03  per 
thousand  patients  against  26  deaths  or  31.9  per  thousand 
patients  in  1896. 

Beau  Bassin  New  Central  Prisons  has  a  mortality  of  26.91 
per  thousand  in  1897  against  31.9  per  thousand  in  the  preceding 
year. 

The  number  of  prisoners  admitted  into  hospital  at  Beau 
Bassin  Central  Prisons  though  already  large  in  1896,  viz  :  992, 
was  larger  in  1897,  when  it  reached  1,589  (after  deducting  those 
already  in  hospital  at  the  beginning  of  each  year). 

The  population  of  these  prisons  averaged  714.06  daring 
1897,  so  that  the  ratio  of  admissions  was  1.95  per  day, -“a  fact 
which  has  led  these  prisons  to  be  compared  to  an  Infirmary  to 
which  a  hospital  is  attached. 

The  highest  rate  of  sickness  and  mortality  was  among 
newly  admitted  prisoners  and  short-sentenced  men  (misdemean¬ 
ants  and  Stipendiary  Court  prisoners)  who,  it  is  evident,  must 
have  been  ailing  or  were  labouring  under  certain  morbid  in¬ 
fluence  at  the  time  of  their  incarceration. 

The  effects  of  sudden  change  q£  air  audj  climate  which  uo 


doubt  do  exert  a  considerable  influence  on  the  chronic  eick  of 
the  low-lying  districts  whon  transferred  to  higher  regions  may 
possibly  have  contributed  in  bringing  about  this  state  of  things. 

This  is  to  some  extent  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  out  of  a 
total  of  35  deaths  for  8  months,  no  less  than  32  occurred  among 
men  sent  to  prison  only  a  short  time  before.  Many  of  the  deceased 
had  not  been  in  prison  a  month,  and  several  had  not  been  con¬ 
fined  even  a  fortnight  before  they  sickened  and  died. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  these  prisons  has  formed  the 
subject  of  continuous  and  tedious  inquiries  during  the  past  year, 
I  am  not  at  all  prepared  to  state  that  local  factors  alone  have 
had  any  great  influence  in  the  etiology  of  the  sickness  among  its 
population. 

There  is,  however,  room  for  great  improvement  here.  The 
two  hospital  wards  have  been  overcrowded  during  the  whole 
of  the  year. 

Ward  I  which  is  63x23  feet  is  made  to  accommodate  33 
patients.  This  allows  but  44  square  feet  of  floor  space  per  bed. 

Ward  II  which  is  98x22  feet  contains  42  beds,  with  a  con¬ 
sequent  allowance  of  51  square  feet  for  each  bed, — an  amount 
of  floor  space  manifestly  far  too  small  under  the  best  conditions. 

The  evil  is  heightened  when  that  already  limited  floor 
space  is  so  reduced  that  as  many  as  97  patients  have  been  hud¬ 
dled  together  where  there  was  barely  room  for  75. 

The  ventilation  of  these  wards  is  also  defective. 

The  hospital  has  no  contagious  disease  ward  attached  to  it, 
—a  desideratum  which  has  formed  the  subject  of  numerous  re¬ 
presentations  to  Government. 

Unfortunately  it  has  not  been  possible,  as  yet,  to  remedy 
any  of  these  defects  in  view  of  the  continued  depressed  financial 
state  of  the  Colony. 

Certain  other  suggestions  have  been  made  for  placing 
the  prisoners  under  more  favourable  hygienic  conditions, 
and  the  matter  is  engaging  the  attention  of  Government. 

Y  ACCINATION. 

The  number  of  successful  vaccinations  performed  by  Public 
Vaccinators  throughout  the  Colony  in  1897  was  10,334.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  over  three-fourths  of  the  children  born  were 
submitted  to  public  vaccination. 


The  lymph  used  has  invariably  been  calf-lymph  obtained 
from  Europe.  Arm  to  arm  vaccination  has  entirely  been 
abandoned. 

The  protection  afforded  however  by  primary  vaccination  is 
not  as  complete  as  could  be  desired,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
compulsory  re-vacci nation  as  well,  will,  sooner  or  later,  be 
decreed.  This  matter  is  under  consideration. 
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Supply  of  provisions. 


Supply  of  medicines, 
Eurgical  appliances,  <Jtc. 


The  supply  of  provisions  to  the  hospitals,— -contract  system 
•—was  deplorably  remiss,  especially  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year.  The  articles  were  either  of  bad  quality,  deficient  in 
quantity  or  sometimes  not  supplied  at  all. 

Nearly  all  hospital  medical  attendants  have  had  to  complain 
of  this  state  of  things  which  crippled  the  proper  administration 
of  the  hospitals,  and,  in  certain,  cases,  caused  actual  hardship  to 
the  patients  under  treatment. 

Drugs,  surgical  instruments  and  appliances,  druggist  sun¬ 
dries,  Ac.,  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  42,868.38  were  received  during 
1897. 

429  requisitions  for  similar  articles  indented  for  by  hospitals, 
dispensaries,  convents  and  other  Government  establishments 
were  complied  with. 

Tin  work  thrown  upon  the  medical  store  has  been  very 
heavy  indeed,  so  much  so  that  it  has  taxed  the  energy  of  tne 
Medical  Storekeeper  and  his  assistant  to  the  utmost  in  carrying 
out  the  duties  of  this  branch  of  the  Department. 

The  staff  is  too  small  for  the  work  to  be  done,  but  it  is  a 
pleasure  for  me  to  place  on  record  that  the  supply  of  requisites 
to  no  less  than  45  establishments  has,  on  the  whole,  been  made 
with  commendable  despatch. 

The  work  of  the  Medical  Store  is  placed  under  the  imme¬ 
diate  supervision  of  the  Medical  Inspector  who  controls  all  the 
issues. 

Without  unnecessarily  curtailing  tne  supplies,  it  has  been 
found  possible  to  effect  a  large  saving  in  the  expenditure  for 
drugs,  surgical  appliances  and  necessaries. 

This  saving  has  been  applied  principally  in  obtaining  from 
abroad  modern  scientific  instruments,  among  yhich  may  be 
mentioned  a  complete  apparatus  for  the  production  of  '  Roent¬ 
gen  ”  rays,  which  I  specially  ordered  out  for  the  Civil  Hospital. 


Instruments  for  bacteriological  purposes  were  also  received, 
whereby  the  nucleus  for  a  Bacteriological  Laboratory  will  be 
formed  without  any  large  initial  expenditure. 


Dr.  Lorans,  the  Medical  Inspector,  who  volunteered  his 
services  to  that  effect  was  sent  by  Government  on  special  mission 
to  Bombay,  to  study  the  plague  outbreak,  its  manifestations 
and  the  best  means  of  preserving  this  Colony  against  it.  He  Jett 
on  the  2nd.  April  and  returned  on  12th.  July  1897.  He  has 
submitted  a  very  able,  interesting  and  comprehensive  report  on 

the  subject. 


In  addition  to  the  study  of  the  plague,  he  was  also  com¬ 
missioned  to  visit  Calcutta  and  Madras  in  connection  with  the 
Emigration  Agencies  established  in  these  towns. 


Before  proceeding  to  review  the  work  done  in  each  separate 
hospital  during  the  past  year,  I  wish  to  refer  here  to  a  matter 
which  must  sooner  or  later  force  itself  upon  the  attention  ot 
Government.  I  wish  to  refer  to  the  question  of  leprosy. 


/ 


1 


With  the  exception  of  tho  “  St.  Lazare  ”  Asylum  which  is 
an  institution  under  the  management  of  a  religious  community, 
to  which  Government  makes  an  annual  grant,  there  is  no  public 
Leper  Asylum  in  this  Colony.  Patients  of  all  creed  and  denomi¬ 
nations  are  received  at  the  “  St.  Lazare  ”  Asylum,  but  nothing 
like  any  attempt  at  segregation  exists. 

The  Asylum  is  situated  in  one  of  the  unhealthiest  localities 
of  the  most  insanitary  suburb  of  the  Town. 

The  communicability  of  leprosy  is,  I  am  aware,  a  question 
still  subjected  to  much  controversy,  but  in  presence  of  the  con¬ 
clusions  of  the  International  Conference  on  Leprosy,  held  at 
Berlin  in  October  last,  it  is  desirable,  in  my  opinion,  that  mea¬ 
sures  of  isolation  should  be  adopted — the  more  so  as  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  overlook  the  fact  that  the  disease  is  on  the  increase 
in  this  Colony. 

Without  actually  advocating  rigid  segregation  something 
I  consider  should  be  done  whereby  once  admitted  into  an 
Asylum,  the  patients  should, — while  being  allowed  complete 
freedom  within  the  Asylum  precincts,-— be  subjected  to  certain 
discipline  in  so  far  as  communication  with  the  outside  world  is 
concerned. 


Although  the  “  St.  Lazare  ”  Asylum  is  not  in  any  way 
subjected  to  the  control  of  this  Department,  I  have  visited  it 
very  often,  and  from  personal  observations,  I  may  state  that  an 
improvement  in  the  dieting  of  the  lepers  and  in  their  general 
surroundings  appears  to  me  imperative. 

The  question  of  transferring  the  “  St.  Lazare  ”  Asylum  to 
an  isolated  and  more  sanitary  locality,  as  well  as  placing  it 
under  Government  control,  has  already  been  mooted  by  me. 


The  following  are  the  particulars  of  work  done  at  each 
Hospital,  &c. 


Civil  Hospital. 


This  is  the  most  important  one  in  the  Colony. 

Medical  Superintendent  ...  Dr.  F.  Antelme. 
Assistant  do . Dr,  H.  Villemont. 

(Resident). 

No.  of  patients  treated . 5,121 

No.  of  deaths  .  .  320 

Mortality  per  1,000  .  62.49. 


The  mortality  at  this  hospital  is  lower  than  in  1896,  when 
it  Was  66.7  per  thousand. 

The  following  were  the  principal  diseases  for  which  there 
was  a  greater  number  of  admissions 


Intermittent  Fever... 

...1,173  admissions— 39  deaths 

Malarial  Cachexia  ... 

...  191 

do. 

16 

do. 

.Rheumatism  ... 

...  330 

do. 

8 

do. 

Bronchitis  ...  ... 

...  395 

do. 

9 

do. 

Pneumonia  . 

...  192 

do. 

43 

do. 

Phthisis  . 

...  173 

do. 

40 

do. 

Syphilis . 

...  116 

do. 

5 

do. 
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There  is  a  slight  decrease  in  the  cases  of  Intermittent  fever 
compared  with  the  preceding  year,  hut  on  the  other  hand  cases 
of  malarial  cachexia  were  in  excess. 

The  diseases  of  Respiratory  system  reached  a  very  high 
average. 

The  Medical  Superintendent’s  remarks  on  this  subject  de¬ 
serves  notice — He  says  :  “  Diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs, 
"  from  simple  bronchitis  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  are  most 
“  frequent.  My  remarks  on  these  affections  presented  in  my 
u  last  report  can  be  repeated  here. 

“  Hardly  one  day  is  spent  without  admitting  sick  people 
“  suffering  from  tubercular  lesions  of  the  lungs.  The  frequency 
“  of  this  dreadful  disease  may  be  attributed  to  several  causes  : 
“  lo.  to  anoemia,  2o.  to  physiological  misery  which  places  a  good 
“  many  in  special  conditions  of  receptivity  of  infectious  diseases, 
“  3o.  the  unobservance  of  the  rules  of  hygiene  (bad  food,  bad 
ii  lodgings;  promiscuity,  &c),  4o.  to  alcoholism  which  contributes 
ii  to  organic  decay  among  those  who  suffer  from  it  and  their 
“  children,  5o.  to  influenza  which  very  easily  opens  the  door  to 
the  specific  microbe. 

The  nationality  of  those  admitted  were 

Creoles  ...  ...  . . 3,020 

Indians...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,900 

Europeans  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

Sixty  patients  remained  under  treatment  on  the  1st.  Janu- 

ary  1897. 

4;690  patients  were  discharged  during  the  year. 

Of  the  320  deaths  which  occurred  at  this  Institution  41  were 
cases  admitted  in  articulo  mortis  and  who  died  a  few  hours  af¬ 
ter  admission, 

128  surgical  operations  were  performed,  12  deaths  occurred 
among  the  patients. 

Many  students  attended  the  hospital  practice :  some  with  a 
view  to  qualify  themselves  for  the  medical  profession  and  others 
as  certificated  Dressers  and  Compounders. 

The  standard  of  studies  for  the  latter  has  been  raised,  and 
no  certificate  is  now  granted  unless  the  candidates  satisfy  a  Board 
of  Medical  Examiners  as  to  their  qualifications. 

Bakkly  Asylum  Hospital. 

Medical  Superintendent...  ...  ...  Dr.  Jollivet. 

Assistant  do.  . . .  M.  Joly. 

Number  of  patients  treated  was  2,454  which  is  470  less  than 
in  1896.  Number  of  deaths  167  or  46  less  than  in  1896.  Death 
rate  per  thousand  :  54.27  against  72.8  in  previous  year. 

The  Medical  Superintendent  acts  also  as  Superintendent  of 
the  Asylum  proper,  under  the  Poor  Law  Commissioner. 
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,  ,  .Writ1  the  exception  of  three  of  the  hospital  wards,the  hospital 
buildings  have  many  architectural  defects,  as  they  were  not 
originally  intended  for  housing  the  sick.  In  fact  the  same  re¬ 
mark  applies  to  nearly  all  our  public  hospitals. 

Government  has  had  under  its  consideration  for  some  time 
past  certain  modifications  and  improvements  which  would  not 
only  afford  increased  accommodation  but  likewise  improve  the 
condition  of  one  of  the  wards  which  was  rebuilt  after  the  des¬ 
tructive  hurricane  of  1892. 

The  Medical  Superintendent  reports  that  the  working  of 
the  establishment  has  been  good.  Nothing  very  particular 
occurred  in  the  hospital  practice. 

The  prevailing  diseases  treated  were 

Malarial  fever .  498  cases,  9  deaths. 

Influenza .  137  do.  2  do. 

Tubercular  diseases..  115  do.  29  do. 

Syphilitic  affections..  97  do.  4  do. 

Dysentery  .  81  do.  18  do. 

Pneumonia .  61  do.  18  do. 

Lunatic  Asylum. 

Medical  Superintendent,  Dr.  0.  Beaugeard  (died  on  11.1.98). 

Total  number  of  inmates...  ...  ...  456 

Do*  deaths .  12 

Death  rate,  26.82,  the  lowest  since  1891. 

Number  discharged  as  cured  .  ...  28 

r  Do.  on  probation  (relieved)  ...  59 

Of  the  mental  diseases  treated  the  different  forms  of  mania 
were  in  excess  of  the  other  cases. 

Among  the  lunatic  patients  who  died,  the  immediate  cause 
of  death  was  debility,  6  cases  ;  dysentery  1 ;  diarrhoea  1  ; 
acute  nephritis  1  ;  cerebral  congestion  2  ;  and  malarial  fever 
and  influenza  1. 

The  water  supply  and  accommodation  have  been  good  and 
ample,  the  occupation  of  the  patients  well  studied  and  attended 
to  and  every  opportunity  given  them  to  enjoy  the  greatest  pos¬ 
sible  freedom  within  the  Asylum  grounds. 

A  dead  house  was  erected  during  the  course  of  last  year. 

Mechanical  restraint  was  very  seldom  resorted  to. 

The  general  health  of  the  inmates  has  been  good  and  there 
has  been  complete  immunity  from  infectious  disorders  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

The  institution  was  officially  visited  26  times  during  the 
year ;  once  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  accompanied  by 
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fcliQ  Honorable  the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary,  once  by  His  Lord* 
■  hip  the  Bishop  of  Port  Louis,  9  times  by  the  Director,  Medical 
and  Health  Department  and  15  times  by  the  Central  Board  of 
Commissioners  in  Lunacy. 

Certain  improvements  are  necessary  at  this  Asylum:  such 
as  providing  some  padded  cells  and  a  contagious  disease  ward, 
which  do  not  exist. 

Powder  Mills  Hospital. 

(Pamplemousses) . 

Medical  Officer  . . Dr.  Dubois. 

Number  of  patients  treated,  1,163  or  135  less  than  in  1896. 

Number  of  deaths .  132 

Mortality  per  thousand  ...  ...  .  113.50 

There  is  a  slight  decrease  in  the  rate  of  mortality  as  com¬ 
pared  with  1896,  when  it  reached  the  unusually  high  percentage 
of  154.1  per  thousand,  but  as  previously  explained,  the  locality 
where  the  hospital  is  situated  is  not  only  very  unsuitable,  but 
the  large  proportion  of  admissions  were  chronic  cases  transferred 
from  other  districts,  some  of  whom  were  beyond  the  pale  of 
recovery. 

Poddre  D’oe. 

( Riviere  du  Rempart). 

Medical  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  Dr.  Menage. 

Number  of  patients  treated...  ...  ...  ...  949 

Do.  deaths  ...  .  ...  38 

Mortality  per  thousand,  40.04  which  is  the  least  for  pub¬ 
lic  hospitals  during  1897. 

Prevailing  diseases  : — Malarial  fever,  diseases  of  Respiratory 
system,  Influenza,  Syphilis  and  Dysentery.  Chief  causes  of 
death  were  from  malaria. 

This  hospital  owing  to  its  limited  accommodation  does  not 
keep  chronic  cases  under  treatment. 

These  are  transferred  to  Powder  Mills,  but  it  has  received 
many  acute  cases  from  other  districts. 

Certain  improvements  have  been  carried  out  in  the  hospi¬ 
tal  premises  during  the  past  year.  A  drain  has  been  constructed 
whereby  all  spent  waters  are,  after  disinfection,  sent  direct  to 
the  sea  iustead  of  being  allowed  to  accumulate  about  the  hospi¬ 
tal  grounds  as  was  formerly  the  case. 

Proper  latrines  have  also  been  substituted  for  the  former 
defective  ones. 

The  Medical  Officer  in  charge  undertook  some  experiments 
in  the  treatment  of  malarial  cachexia  by  means  of  what  is  now 
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termed  “  organotherapy  These  experiments,  however,  are  of 
too  recent  date  to  permit  of  any  conclusion  being  arrived  at  as 
to  their  value. 

Sub-cutaneous  injection  of  aseptolin  (a  combination  of  a 
solution  of  carbolate  of  pilocarpine  in  carbolized  water)  advo¬ 
cated  by  Edson,  was  also  tried  by  the  same  Medical  Officer  in 
the  treatment  of  persistent  malarial  fever,  but  any  conclusion  as 
to  the  superiority  of  this  preparation  over  the  specific  action  of 
quinine  in  malaria,  would  be  premature. 

Flacq  Hospital. 

Medical  Officer  ...  ...  ...  Dr.  S.  A.  R.  Monty. 

Number  of  [patients  treated  104  against  83  in  the  prece¬ 
ding  year. 

Death  rate  per  thousand  ...  ...  ...  ...  97.47 

Prevailing  diseases  : — Malarial  fever,  diseases  of  Respiratory 
system  and  Dysentery;  for  which  a  good  many  deaths  are  re¬ 
corded. 


Grand  Port  Hospital. 

Medical  Officer  . Dr.  L.  Portal. 

Number  of  patients  treated  2,454  which  is  an  excess  of 
334  over  the  preceding  year. 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Mortality  per  thousand  ...  . . 44.01 

In  addition  to  the  above  number  293  pauper  patients  were 
visited  at  their  own  houses  and  prescribed  for. 

Savanne  Hospital. 

( Souillac ). 

Medical  Officer . Dr.  H.  de  C.  Le  Merle. 

Number  of  patients  treated . 655 

Do.  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Mortality  per  thousand  ...  ...  ...  ...  79.39. 

The  death  rate  though  high,  is  lower  than  in  1896  by  25.61 
per  1,000. 

Prevailing  diseases  : —  Malarial  fever,  pulmonary  affec¬ 
tions,  dysentery  and  diseases  of  Digestive  system.  Principal 
causes  of  death  Diseases  of  Digestive  system  and  malarial 
fever. 

There  is  no  contagious  disease  ward  attached  to  this  hospi¬ 
tal  and  one  is  badly  needed. 
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It  is  contemplated  to  make  use  'of  the  old  prison  buildings 
Which  are  in  close  proximity  to  this  hospital  as  a  chronic  ward 
for  the  reception  of  certain  cases  likely  to  be  benefitted  by  sea 
air  and  sea  bathing. 

Moka  Hospital. 

Medical  Officer .  . .  Dr.  E.  Vinson. 

Humber  of  patients  treated,  546  or  193  more  than  in  pre¬ 
vious  year. 

Number  of  deaths  . .  ...  48 

Mortality  per  thousand .  87.91 

The  rate  of  mortality  continues  high  in  this  hospital,  but  it 
must  be  explained  that  most  of  the  patients  treated  were  cachex- 
tic  ones  from  malarious  districts  who  sought  admission  in  the 
later  stages  of  disease. 

With  the  exception  of  one  ward  specially  built  and  made  to 
contain  50  beds,  the  old  prison  buildings  have  been  utilized 
since  1886  as  a  Public  Hospital. 

There  is  no  operation  room,  no  lying-in-ward,  no  contagious 
disease  ward  at  this  hospital,  and  the  want  of  these  buildings  is 
greatly  felt. 

New  Central  Prison  Hospital. 

Beau  Bassin. 


Medical  Officer  ... 

. Dr.  Laval. 

Number  of  patients  treated 

...  ...  1,635 

against  1,006  in  1896. 

Number  of  deaths  , . 

...  ...  44 

Mortality  per  thousand 

.  26.91 

against  31.9  in  1896. 


The  Medical  Officer  in  charge  reports  that  he  was  not  at 
all  satisfied  with  the  sanitary  state  of  the  Prisons  in  1897. 

The  number  of  sick  increased  by  629.  He  ascribes  this  in¬ 
crease  to  the  unhealthiness  of  the  locality,— an  opinion  in  which 
I  do  not  concur. 

I  have  already  alluded  to  this  matter  at  the  beginning  of 
this  report. 


The  prevailing  diseases  were 


Malarial  fever...  ,.e 

...  787  cases 

13  deaths. 

Dysentery  . 

...  147  „ 

15  „ 

Diarrhoea  ... 

...  140  ,, 

•  M 

Bronchitis  . 

...  62  „ 

«  » 

/ 
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Prison  Hospital. 

Port  Louis. 

Medical  Officer  : — Dr.  Rouget,  who  is  the  Police  and  Prison 
Surgeon  for  Port  Louis. 

Number  of  patients  treated  ...  ...  921 

do  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(14  less  than  in  1896). 

Mortality  per  thousand  ...  ...  ...  ...13.03 

against  31.9  in  previous  year. 

This  hospital  was  never  intended  for  housing  the  sick.  In 
fact  it  can  at  best  be  considered  as  a  receiving  room.  Some  of 
the  acute  cases  are  sometimes  transferred  to  the  Beau  Bassin 
Prison  hospital. 

The  prevailing  disease  was  malarial  fever,  for  which  there 
Were  no  fewer  than  541  cases. 

The  Police  and  Prison  Surgeon  notes  that :  “  in  addition  to 
<c  the  hospital  and  casual  out-door  patients,  no  fewer  than  341 
“  cases  of  scabies  were  treated  during  the  year.,, 

This  disease  is  almost  invariably  imported  from  outside, 
chiefly  by  Stipendiary  Court  prisoners,  a  class  which  is  composed 
of  vagrants  and  deserters  from  sugar  estates. 

Government  Reformatory  Hospital. 

Medical  officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  Dr.  Laval. 

Number  of  patients  treated  ..„  ...  163 

No  death  occurred  during  the  year. 


Public  Dispensaries. 


There  were  21  such  open  during  the  year  distributed  as 
follows  > 


Port  Louis  ... 
Pamplemousses 
Riviere  du  Rempart 

Flacq  . 

Grand  Port  ... 
Savanne  ...  ... 

Black  River . 

Plaines  Wilhems  ... 
Moka 


.  3 
.  1 
.  2 
.  2 
.  4 
.  2 
.  3 
.  2 
.  2 


The  total  number  of  patients  who  obtained  gratuitous  mo 
dical  assistance  and  medicines  from  them  amounted  to  59.751 


I  must  say  that  the  maintenance  of  all  these  dispensaries 
is  not  necessary,  but  as  most  of  them  were  opened  in  accordance 
with  resolutions  of  the  Council  of  Government,  they  cannot  be 
closed,  as  I  have  been  informed,  without  a  vote  of  the  Council. 


There  is  a  widespread  belief  among  the  labouring  class 
of  this  Colony  that  they  are  as  a  matter  of  right,  entitled  to 
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gratuitous  medical  attendance  and  medicines,  at  the  public  ex¬ 
pense,— even  for  the  most  trifling  ailments— and  sad  to  say 
this  belief  is  fostered  by  those  who  should  rather  encourage  this 
class  of  men  to  depend  more  upon  their  own  resources. 

Before  concluding  this  first  part  of  my  report  I  wish  to 
bear  testimony  to  the  co-operation  afforded  me  by  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  the  officers  of  the  Department. 

Apart  from  the  fact  that  the  decrease  in  the  mortality  in 
public  hospitals  during  the  past  year  was  due  to  the  dry  season 
which  prevailed,  it  must  be  stated  that  the  Medical  Officers  in 
charge  of  the  different  hospitals  have  generally  in  their  practice 
given  devoted  attention  to  the  care  of  the  sick  confided  to  them, 


E.  CHASTELLIER,  M.D.,  Edin, 

Director, 

Medical  and  Health  Department. 


/ 


